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December 17, 2018 
 
To Parents/Guardians/Students 
 
RE: Vaping and Vape Products 
 
I am writing to share our expectations and school policy around the use and possession of vapes.  As per 
our school policy, any student who is found to be in possession of a vape or who is caught vaping by 
school staff will be placed on a one day out of school suspension for a first offence.  For students who are 
caught with a second offence, they will be placed on a two day out of school suspension, and so on up to 
a maximum of 5 days.  Our school staff take this issue seriously and we investigate when we receive 
information from students, parents or staff regarding this issue.  
 
As a school staff, we are aware of increasing use of vapes by teenagers across Canada.  Recently, the 
FDA in the USA has called adolescent vaping an “epidemic” and is looking at legislation to help slow this 
alarming trend.  Because vaping is a relatively new phenomenon, there is a belief that vaping is a 
healthier alternative to cigarette smoking and it is important to note that vape products have been actively 
marketed to youth by these companies.  Although there may be some aspects of vaping that are not as 
harmful as cigarette smoking, there are a number of the potential risks as a result of vaping that everyone 
should be aware of.  For example, the concentration of nicotine in many vape products can be double 
what is generally found in cigarettes and therefore twice as addictive making it more difficult to quit. 
Vapes also may contain type 1 carcinogens (most potent type of carcinogens) and have been linked to 
increase in metabolism and respiratory issues.  Additionally, the American Lung Association is very 
concerned about the link between “vape juice” and Popcorn Lung (which can cause permanent lung 
damage to people exposed to a chemical called diacetyl, which is found in some food products as well as 
many types of vape juice.)  It is important for all of us to be aware of possible health risks before we 
support our children in actively engaging in this activity.  
 
From a legal perspective, the County of Strathcona prohibits the use of vapes in public buildings and 
schools, and that vapes are a minimum of 5 metres away from entrances and vehicles.  RCMP do ask for 
local citizens to contact them, if they see people violating this legislation.  The school admin team at ABJ 
has connected with our RCMP regarding this issue and we will continue to access their support help curb 
these behaviors in and around the school or community areas.  We pass off vape products to RCMP when 
they are confiscated from students at the school for disposal, for example.  We do ask that parents talk 
about this with their children and help support the school’s enforcement of this expectation - that students 
do not bring or use vapes or vape products at the school.  Please contact our admin team if you have any 
questions about this at 780-467-2121.  
 
Yours in Catholic Education, 
 
Joe Dumont, Principal 
josephd@eics.ab.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 “I know in whom I place my trust” 2 Tim 1:12 
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